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This briefing paper gives the background, purpose and process guiding the work of the BSL/Sign 

Systems Audit Team to be delivered by the end of January 2014.   

Background 
NatSIP, the National Sensory Impairment Partnership is a partnership of organisations working together 

to improve outcomes for children and young people with sensory impairment. 

This audit sits within the NatSIP DfE contract for Sensory Impairment, which is focused on improving 

outcomes for learners using BSL and sign support in order to inform and plan future education 

improvement work reflecting changing needs and context.  

A coalition of partners (the BSL Coalition) has been brought together to look at outcomes and 

successful interventions for learners using BSL and sign support.   

Signature is a national charity which campaigns to improve the standards of communication with deaf 

and deafblind people in the UK and is the organisation with the lead on this piece of work.  

Scope of this audit 
The audit sits as a secondary objective within Objective 6: Development of specialist skills – SI 

Workforce Development:  Objective 6a: Development of specialist skills for BSL and sign support to 

deliver an: 

Overview Audit of existing information and practice which supports children and young people with 

sensory impairment in the development and use of BSL and other Sign Systems. 

The Sign Bilingual Consortium is developing a separate piece of work on Language plans for BSL users.  

NDCS and others are looking at joint assessment and the Local Offer, this Audit work will seek to add to 

but not lead on or duplicate these areas. 

Objectives 

 To develop and deliver a BSL/Sign Systems activities and practice Audit that captures the range 

of current practice supporting children and young people to develop and use BSL/Sign Systems 

in England. 

 To use the information gathered to provide a snap shot of the existing range of provision of 

BSL/Sign System practice. 

 To collect examples of how BSL/Sign Systems are used within a range of education settings to 

support language and communication for children and young people with sensory impairment. 

 To inform the future development of guidance and benchmarks to develop, monitor and 

evidence the effectiveness of BSL/Sign systems approaches within different settings to support 

the improvement of outcomes for children and young people with sensory impairment. 

 To inform requirements for future data collection on children and young people using BSL and 

other sign systems. 
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Information Gathering 
The BSL/Sign Systems Audit Team will: 

1. Survey Local Authorities via Heads of Sensory Support Services 

2. Survey specialist providers via Head Teachers/Principals 

3. Survey/interview appropriate specialist organisations 

4. Focus Groups where possible of professionals and parents  

5. Request examples of ‘effective’ practice case studies (what works, how do we know this and 

what are the challenges/opportunities to improve?) from education providers working with 

sensory impaired children, young people and their families who use BSL and other sign systems. 

 

Surveys and information/case study requests will be posted on the NatSIP websites and partner 

organisation websites and sent via direct email.  Information will be requested through November 

and December 2013. 

 

Future Developments 
It is anticipated that this Audit will inform the development of future guidance and benchmarking to 

improve the quality and effectiveness of BSL and sign systems to improve outcomes for children and 

young people with sensory impairment who are BSL/Sign Systems users. 

It is recognized that this Audit given its’ scope and timescale, will provide an initial step in determining 

future activities required in this area. 

Who? The BSL/Sign Sytems Audit Team is made up of: 

 

Brian Kokoruwe  Louise Cole   Rosie Rutherford 

Deafinitequality   GroupWorks   Cymbiosis Consultancy Ltd 

(Text) 07706003902  07881585395   07906336847 

brian@deafinitequality.com loulou.cole@tiscali.co.uk  rosie.rutherford@cymbiosis.co.uk 

 

The support and cooperation of all those working with children and young people with sensory 

impairments will be central to the audit process.  Questions and expressions of interest, offers of case 

studies, opportunities to host focus groups where groups are already scheduled to come together, or 

would like to contribute are welcome and needed.    

Please direct enquiries to Louise Cole loulou.cole@tiscali.co.uk on behalf of NatSIP, Signature and the 

Audit Team.      

Thank You 
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