
Fingerspelling chart 

A B C D

E F H

www.signature.org.uk

M

Y

Q

I

G

K LJ

N O

V

TSR

P

Z

XWU



Your course

Welcome
to Signature Level 1 Award in 

British Sign Language

Telephone/Textphone: 0191 383 1155       
Email: customersupport@signature.org.uk       
Twitter: @SignatureDeaf

Studying the Signature Level 1 Award in 
British Sign Language presents a different way of 
communicating. You will learn many new skills, 
including a practical approach to the grammar of 
British Sign Language, signs relating to everyday life 
and how to fingerspell.

The topics covered include:
Greeting people, exchanging information, numbers, 
weather, transport, describing people, animals 
and objects, interests and activities, directions and 
refreshments. 

The qualification is split into three units:

BSL101 - Introduction to BSL
You will start with basic everyday signs, fingerspelling 
and simple conversation. The assessment is a 
conversation between you and your teacher. Your 
teacher will assess you.

BSL102 - Conversational BSL
As your confidence grows, so will your vocabulary 
in a range of everyday topics. The assessment is a 
conversation between you and your teacher. It will be 
assessed by Signature.

BSL103 - Communicate in BSL about 
Everyday Life
You will gain more knowledge of BSL grammar and 
sentence structure. The assessment is a conversation 
between you and your teacher. It will be assessed by 
Signature.

Learning British Sign Language (BSL)
BSL is a fun, engaging and interesting language 
to learn. The Level 1 award is an excellent 
introduction to BSL, whether you are studying 
for personal interest, to develop your skills in your 
current job or to start on a new career path.

The skills you gain will help you to communicate 
with Deaf people throughout the UK.

Facts
There are more than 10 million people 
in the UK with some form of 
hearing loss, that’s one in six of the 
population.

By 2031, it is estimated there will be 
14.5 million people with hearing loss in the UK.

Signature has over 30 years experience in 
improving access for deaf and deafblind people. 
All our qualifications are nationally recognised and 
accredited by Ofqual. *Statistics from Action on Hearing Loss  

Practising at home
We know you like to practise signing in your spare 
time, so we have developed a range of products to 
help you get off to a good start.

We have a number of online resources and DVDs 
that can help you practise outside the classroom. 

All our resources can be found in our online shop 
www.signature.org.uk/shop

Resources 

Who we are
At Signature we are passionate about improving 
communication between deaf, deafblind and hearing 
people, and creating better communities along the 
way. 

We want to make sure that deaf and deafblind people 
have the same opportunities as everyone else, and the 
same access to education, employment and services.

We are the leading awarding body for qualifications 
in British and Irish Sign Language, deafblind 
communication and other deaf communication 
methods. 

It is by offering these qualifications that we can help  
to make sure the standard of support that deaf people 
receive is the best it can be.

About SignatureWelcome

BSL Homework
Our online BSL Homework 
package is perfect for anyone 
studying towards their Level 1 
or Level 2 British Sign Language qualifications. 

It has over 500 short stories, quizzes, a 2,500 signed 
dictionary, and filmed assessment examples and tips - 
all presented by Deaf people from across the UK.

Packages start from £14.99 and you can register and 
practise our BSL101 package for free!
www.bslhomework.org.uk

Careers 
To get the right job, it all starts 
with the right qualification.

We offer a wide range of 
qualifications, helping you 
become a better communicator or train towards 
your perfect job. 

Our progression routes can help you to plan your 
learning journey. 
www.signature.org.uk/career-paths

 

Widely respected as the leading awarding body for 
nationally recognised qualifications in British Sign 

Language and other deaf communications. 

www.signature.org.uk
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1

Thank you
for studying
with Signature 
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Thank you
for choosing

Signature and 
good luck on 
your course

“        
       ”Jim Edwards, CEO at Signature


